CHAPTER  I
LIFH   IN   ROMAN   AFRICA
AURRUUS AuousTiNus, known to all time as St. Augustine of Hippo, was horn at Thagaste (now Souk-Arras, in Algeria) about the middle of the fourth century,
A glance at the map of Africa discovers a strip of territory of singular situation on its north-west bonier. Isolated from the rest of the continent by a range of lofty mountains that extends from Tunis to the Atlantic, its broad and fertile plains open to the breath of the great sea which was the heart of the world for so many ages, it seems to have been prepared by nature as the theatre of some thrilling national life. It seems as though it: should have a natural immunity from the curse of Cham. Yet in the story of the nations that richly endowed territory has ever played the part of a dependency. Very early in history the Phoenicians wrested it from its native population,